MRS M. RESON
73 FLELEOTIING ROAD
THE COPLESTON FAMILY NEWSLETTER No. 17 DECEMBER, 1994 Eﬂ'%g{:J

TEL: 081 531-3738
% =

The recent mild weather has made the arrival of December even more sudden than usual - it always seems to creep
up on me! Writing Christmas cards for overseas mailing made me realise that this Newsletter must be ready to
enclose with the cards. I hope you all have a good festive season; I shall be spending mine at Seaford and look
forward to the excitement displayed by the grandsons.

In the June Newsletter I mentioned the discovery by David and Ruth of Maria Copplestone with sons George and
Thomas in the 1841 Census of Heaton Gate in Lancashire and asked if anyone had ideas as to their background.
Soon after this I was pondering the problem again and it came to me - Maria was wife of George Horatio C., son
of Thomas Mitchell C., the RN Master in Nelson's fleet. George was a carpenter and probably worked as such on
the Estate, but was not at home on the night of the Census. A few weeks later I was at the PRO at Kew and
decided to look at a source so far not inspected, that of applications by seamen and coastguards for places at
Greenwich Lower School for their sons and daughters. I found three, one of whom was George Horatio, applying
for his son, George William and among the papers was a copy of the marriage certificate of George H. and Maria
Barker at St. George the Martyr, Southwark in 1825. Also included was the actual letter of application written
by George H. in 1836, when he was at the Coast 'Guard Station at Cawsand (Plymouth area). He writes 'I have been
in the Royal Navy between 3 and 4 years and in the Coast Guard Service nearly two years, My father Thomas
Mitchell Copplestone being in the Royal Navy between 20 and 30 years and most of that time a Master, but now
dead.' George passed the test and entered Greenwich Hospital Lower School. I wonder how many more untried
sources are waiting with such useful information?

Both Art in California and Dick in Connecticut have received letters from an organisation in Ohio telling them
that they have exciting news for them and fellow Coplestons. After "monthis of work' they said they were ready
to publish 'The World Book of Coplestons' adding 'and you Mr. Richard G. Copleston, are listed in it'. It is
said to be an exbtensive international directory of Coplestons and is an "Heirloom Edition' and certain to be
quite a rare and valuable addition to the Copleston family library. They say they have spent a great deal of
effort and thousands of dollars in locating Copleston households over the world. Well, I spent two days in
the City Business Library years ago extracting Cops from international telephone directories and it didn't
cost me a penny. I update from time to time of course. One of the things included in the book is 'The role
of heraldry during the medieval period and the development of family crests with ancient symbols and what they
mean'., If they don't know the difference between Arms and crests, they aren't worth the powder to blow them
you know where and in case they circulate here (they have done so on previous occasions) I warn you that the
equivalent of $30.00 should not be carelessly thrown away. From curiosity, Art ordered the book and I
eagerly await his comments. Various organisations here advise family historians to have nothing to do with
these people and I heartily comncur.

I am illustrating a Certificate of Burial in Woollen which a number of you may not have seen. Rev. Coriolanus
Copleston, 4- and 5-gis-gfr of many of us, was Curate-in-Charge at St. Mary, Luton from 1771 to 1800 when he
dled and it is 199 years since he signed this certificate which appears in Tate's 'Parish Chest'. Sheep made
much money for landowning gentry and impoverished many of the already poor - witness the Clearances.
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Take care, enjoy life and let
me know any family news. I've
been a poor correspondent of
late and promise to improve!
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