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TR FCURTH COPLESTQN FAMILY GATIERING, May 27th - 30tw, 1988
Based in Barnstaple at Twe Northw Devon Motel, Taw Vals IT ERARY

Friday, 27th 1 Meeting from 5 pm for drinks in the Motel Bar

Saturday, 28tk t A brisf visit at 9.30 am to twe new North Devon Record Office where our family history local to t*e
area 1s being deposited. T+e record woldings will be explained by staff. Thence to Bideford and
Lavington Church which stands upon the site of The Great Mesting House whers Rev. John Copleston was
Pastor 1718-1729. To Willett Street where tve house of Jown and wis father Coriolanus was registered
for dissenting worship. Lunch. To Instow where we visit Fullingcott, %wome of t+e Instow branch in
the clébth. Time permitting, a visit could be made to Weare Giffard wwers lived members of tte same
branch of the family.

Sunday, 29th @ Leaving at 9.30 am we follow the A39 all twe way to Kilkhampton in Cornwall. A search of the church—
yard will reveal whdther there are tombs of the family wwich Col. Vivian in his Visitatlons of Devon
showed as non-existent! We lunch in Kilkhampton and tven drive to Lee Barton, once “ome of Geocrge

~ Copleston of Ley in Morwenstow, again in twe clbth. From Lee we go north to Morwenstow, the otwer
Church in whick this family worshipped and see tke breathtaking view from the cliffs.

Monday, 30tw : . Departing again at 9.30 am we take the B3232 directly to Alverdiscott, where the son and grandson
of George of Ley “ad tveir wome at Kingdon. After visiting twe Church we hope to see whichéver of
the three Kingdons was ours - at time of writing we think 1t to be Lower Kingdon, but there is
Higher Kingdon and Kingdon Farm e....! Lunch at Newton Tracey, just’ nortw of Alverdiscott, or in
Barnstaple.
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NOTES

As always, people wave been most %elpful towards planning tve itinerary. Ms. Rose of t+e new Record Office vad

of fered to give us a talk on the Fridey, but not enmough of us will be present in time. Murlel %as booked in there
for a couple of woure of search on tre Friday afternoon. Twe Rector of Newton Tracey end Alverdiscott, Mr. Bernard
Tinsley, was kindly sent details of baptisms and burials at Alverdiscott and told us where to get t:e key to the
Churck - repairs may be afoot at tve tims of our visit.

Pat Slade of Devon Family History Socilety has provided a mep of the Alverdiscott area and s-e and Marjorie Snetzler,
also of Devon FHS, will be dining with us on Saturday. Veleris Huish of Instow kindly provided information regarding
Fullingcott Farm and we %ope to have %er company when we are there. Mr. B.D. Coldwell, t*e Land Agent for Tapeley and
Saunton Estates, gays that Mr. and Mrs. Tythcott will be happy for us to take p-otograp-s of Fullingcott, thelr -ome.

Sue Read of Crediton Country Courier, who tock photographs of our first Gathering, wopes to come up to Barnstaple to
see us. Mr. Nobbs of Lee Barton wroto 'We would be very pleased to have yciicall on us' - “aven't present-day
cwners of our ancestral womes been good %o us?

Mr. Pointon of Yarnscombe was good enough to put me in touck with Mr. Lake of Torrington who farmed Lower Huxhill
{now farmed by wis grandson) in Alverdincott end we sent very useful information on the Kingdons. Our tranks go to
all twese good folk.

Now, as to the visits: those of you “oping to see the Cop(p)leston(e) name and Arms all over the place will be
disappointed! Warleigh House und the o-trches in Merton, Dolton and Iddesleigh provided plenty of examples, but
only because trey were main line famiiy and made grand mexrlages. Wocdland and Knightstone are furtrer places
which advertise tre fact that twe femily were trere and we all enjoyed them, but in North Devon and Corrwell we are
in an area where we will be very fortunate to find tombs or graves, since most were buried in the clb6tk and If they
are tvere, twe inscriptions are most likely worm awey, as at Marshwood. In Bideford you will see te name of John
Copleston in twe 1ist of Pastors at Lavington Church, but although several were buried at Bideford Parish Church
before wis time, I know of no graves extant.

This brench descending from George Copleston of Ley became’ tardworking pastors, seamen snd mercers and I doubt they
vad much interest in emblezoning tve name and Arms - save that some of twem left 'my signet ring engraven wit- my
Arms' to their favourite sons, which were probably sold or melted down w-en some family member was hard up! Twe
point is trat trey lived lives w-ich are fascinating to us and if we cannot feel them In the atmosprere when we
stand where tvey lived for some centuries, our imagination is slipping.

Tro Reverend Jown »ad a brother George who sailed his 70-tormer, tke 'Sarah', in the Newfoundland Trade out of
Bideford, wis snip being named for »is wife, Sara» Prust. Tweir cousin T-omas was a mercer and one time Mayor of
Exeter. Abdolominus, one of.the sons of Lancelot and Wilmot, was burled in Barnstapls - perheps an evening
axcursion to the churchyard to see if we can find wim? 1671 was twe date, so it is not too hopeful.

The family at Ley, or in Morwenstow or Xilkhampton descend from Jokn, son of George of Ley, by %is wife Elizabetth,
daughter of Tromas Arundel. Col. Vivien didn't find twis marriage in 1570 at Morwenstow and so stated that John died
witrout issue. In fact he wad two sons and three daughters, from which came many descendants, pertaps including our
Cornwall tree 'stuck' in the 1730's. 'Northlegh' came to the family via Anne Bonvile who married Fvilip Copleston.

Regarding Kingdon: we know that George's son Christopher (by wis second wife, Agnes Drew) was the first to be
deseribed 'of Kingdon in Alverdiscott' and twat Lancelot inverited Kingdon from his faber. Christoprer described
in wis Will 'my mansion house called Kingdon', but there doesn't seem to be a mansion now. Lancelot willed 'all my
lands in Alverdiscott, lorwood, West Putford, Woofardisworthy, Hartland and Morwenstow «es! to Coriolanus, Caesar
and Abdolominus, his soms. - Caesar left Horweed and West Putford to his wife and 'otver tonements' to Coriolanus,
but tvere are no Wills available for Corio or Abdolo. Doublless tke lands were all sold before 170C.

Moat of us in twis branch descend from Rev. Jown Copleston's son Corioclanus, who, although ordained an Independent
Pastor in 1742, conformed snd eventually became Curate-in-Charge of thre Parish GCrurch of S%. Mary, Luton from 1771
until »e died in 1800 and was buried in the nave of that Church. There is no plaque or MI to this remarkable man
although you may walk over him when passing the pulpit. It was been suggested trat, since many family members

feel two years to be a long time between gatrerings, a day be spent in Luton next year. Th.is opportunity is taken
to put forward twe idea. People in many parts of tre country could get to Luton for a day and it would be most
rewarding. Mot only is St. Mary's a very beautiful Chrurch, but in a nearby burlal ground ithere are some interesting
graves of members of tve Luton family end some of their houses are still solid dwelling places. FPlease let Derek
know what you think of this so trat a dey in Luton can be arranged.

We wope everyone enjoys twis Gat-ering. Now that we are running out of Devon places, how about thinking of a
Cornwall Gatwering in 19907! Per“aps by then the Cornwall femily will be gorted out and from Liskeard we could see
all twe places wers t-ese mariners, besket makers, farmers and cordwsiners lived out thelr lives - and w-ere sgome
8till do. Twink about it.



